present. Historians should welcome this approach as a way of demonstrating the usefulness of history, and for its potential to capture the attention of the media, the interested public, and academics in other social science and humanities disciplines.
ose audiences might nd the small print and style of the bibliographic essay that ends the book ("Further Reading" by Ian McKay, curious, but it is sure to draw in historians interested in the Great War and of the traps in Canadian historical interpretation.
Nathan Smith, PhD Brock University I n opening lines of his Preface, Christopher Dummitt, an associate professor of history at Trent University, aptly summarizes his work:
I'm going to tell two stories…. One is the story of how Canadians came to learn about his eccentric private activities that long-serving prime minister William Lyon Mackenzie King had managed to keep secret while he was alive. e second story is about the transformation in Canadian culture from the 1950s to the 1980s that gradually allowed many Canadians to talk publicly and irreverently about the details of this former prime minister's secret life.
Another tell-all King biography this book is not; it is a careful study of the shi ing attitudes of his executors toward his private diary ands it is a probing critique of the changing portrayals of King published a er his 1950 death.
e disposition of King's personal papers presented a problem. As we all know now, but almost no one knew then, King kept a daily diary begun during his Toronto student years in the 1890s. Despite all these e orts, not until the 1970s would C.P. Stacey, with his A Very Double Life and its lip-smacking revelations of sexual activities and spiritualist interests, transform, perhaps permanently, the public image of King from dull political leader to "Weird Willy."
Meanwhile, King's executors and archivists also faced national security problems; copies of the unreleased diary pages were turning up in the black market, some of them possibly revealing wartime (and cold-war) cabinet decisions. Indeed, one whole volume of the diary-covering the latter half of 1945-disappeared and has yet to be recovered.
All in all, Unbuttoned reveals a fascinating world of bureaucracy, of feuds and rivalries, of public accountability and personal privacy. Much more than a book about the exposing of King, it is also an ad- O ering a richness of archival and community sources that lend to an expanded view of Underground Railroad scholarship, contributors urge readers to consider the role that black abolitionist leaders, community members and individuals had in ensuring the successful movement of free and enslaved persons through the Detroit borderland. Repositioning
